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Orthodontic Records


Orthodontic records are an essential part of reaching a correct diagnosis and planning the most appropriate treatment. The more severe or complicated the problem, the more time is required to analyse these records.

Panoramic Xray is required to
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check the size, shape and integrity of the teeth roots

· check for extra or missing teeth

· check the position of permanent teeth that are not present in the mouth e.g. eye teeth, wisdom teeth

· check the health of the bone around the teeth (Periodontium)

· check for pathology e.g. cysts

· have a record of the status before treatment
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Side (Lateral) Head Xray is required to

· measure the positions of the jaws relative to the head and to each other

· measure the size and shape of the jaws

· measure the positions of the teeth relative to the jaws, to each other and to the face

· have a record of the status before treatment
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Plaster models of the teeth (Study Models) are required to

· measure the exact amount of crowding / spacing 

· compare the size of the upper teeth to the lower teeth

· examine in detail the relationship between the upper and lower teeth (the bite)

· have a record of the status before treatment
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Photos of the teeth are required to

· record the gum health and plaque status before treatment

· record any discolourations or defects in the teeth existing before treatment

Photos of the face at rest and smiling are required to

· analyse the positions of the teeth relative to the lips and face in general

· analyse the shape and size of the lips and face

· have a record of the status before treatment

In addition, in some cases there is a need for

· small specific Xrays to locate a buried tooth, monitor the progress of a buried tooth or monitor a root defect

· a Head Xray from the front to analyse asymmetries

· plaster models to be used for a “trial set up” i.e. the mock orthodontic treatment is done to anticipate the result

Sometimes all of these records are required at once. Sometimes some of the records are required first, some are required later and some may need to be repeated during growth and development. 
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